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 A message from Mr Lainson 
Faithfulness to God 

 

“Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.”  (Matthew 22:37) 
“…so that the name of our Lord Jesus will 
be glorified in you” (2 Thessalonians 1:12) 

 

 

What does it mean to be faithful to God? 
 

Honouring God in the face of challenges and 
disappointments, being faithful to God under criticism, 

aggravation and harassment, resisting temptation, giving 

God first place in everything. 
 

As students, teachers and parents we will face challenges 
and disappointments every day – whether that be in a 

Science Test, not performing as we would like in an event at 

the swimming carnival, or managing a difficult situation in 
the family. As Christians we are called to be faithful to God 

in all that we do. Despite criticism or disappointment we 
need to resist the temptation to sin and seek to put God first 

in every situation. 
 

Being faithful to God means doing our best with the gifts 

and abilities that God has given us and seeking to use them 
in a way that brings honour God rather than ourselves. In 

Colossians 3:23- 24 Paul instructs Christians: 
 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will 

receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the 
Lord Christ you are serving.” 

 

What a challenge to apply to our lives – to work as if 
working for the Lord. Being faithful to God is about making 

him Lord of all aspects of our lives – school, home, work etc. 

We are to remember that while it is nice to be recognised 
for our efforts and hard work we are not working for the 

praise and recognition of other people but we are seeking to 
serve God. We are reminded in 1 Corinthians 10:31 that: 

 

“whatever you do, do to the glory of God” 
 

 
Our goal should be that God be glorified in all things! As we 

seek to serve each other and go about our school or other 

work, we should strive to do our best as we seek to glorify 
him. Please pray for one another that we may be faithful to 

God in all that we do. 
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Parent Reps—2015 

School Banking 

 

Parent Reps  for 2015. 
Below is a list of Parent Representatives for 2015 at the Cordeaux Campus 
 
Kindy – Shelley Namcharon, Narelle Beehag, Anna Dombkins, Cathy Mclean 
Year 1 – Jess Bloomfield, Tara Rajcany, Narelle Beehag, Ainsley Atkinson 
Year 2 – Sueanne Rudens, Stacey Menzies, Jan-Maree McNeice, Liza Delfs, Steph Pennicook 
Year 3 – Mirjam MacGregor, Jodi Thomson, Jodie Madry, Sofia Cicero 
Year 4 – Karen Lie, Melanie Ballard, Jessica Bloomfield, Leonie Prior 
Year 5 – Michelle Litchfield, Tania Spence, Jane Whitelaw, Rebecca Jones 
Year 6 – Nicole Charlton, Michelle Read, Gabbi Gerritsen, Lidia Widjaja  
Year 7 – Linda Vanderschoor, Lisa Cho, Tania Spence 
Year 8 – Susan Starky, Nicole Sullivan, Maxine Oates, Seval Dorfer 
Year 9 – Alexia Hailstone, Suzanne McLennan, Narelle Perl 
Year 10 – Maribel Sotil, Mel Tyler, Alison Manton 
Year 11 – Cathy Wynn, Michelle Bonner, Kathryn Rhodes 
Year 12 – Alison Hick, Bec Edwards, Beth Shaw 
 

These wonderful ladies are our 2015 parent representatives & if you would like to get in contact with your child’s rep 
please see the office & they will have them get in touch with you.  

 
Also if you know someone in your child’s year that you think may need support please let the office know or talk to your 

rep so that we can help support these people. 
 

If you are interested in being a parent rep in 2016 or would like to know more about the program you can email Jodi @ 

Jodi.thomson@bigpond.com 
This is a great way to get involved in your school community & keep connected with parents in your child’s year.  

Commonwealth Bank School Banking is a fantastic way to encourage your primary school children 

to understand money, the importance of saving and how to make money grow. School banking 
not only benefits the children but it also raises funds for the school. For every new child that signs 

up to school banking Commonwealth Bank give ICS $5 & 5% of every deposit is paid back in 
commissions. Last year we earned $517.76 in commission from School banking.  

 

Out of the 290 children in primary school we only have 108 children registered for school banking 
and out of the 108 we only have 83 active bankers and 48 students making regular deposits. So 

we have a wonderful opportunity to nearly triple our yearly commission & teach our children 
about saving.  

 
Kids can bank as little as $1 and this is done once a week on a Tuesday. Information packs are currently being handed 

out to children from Kinder - Year 5 that are not registered for school banking & if you would like to know more about 

this program or have any questions please contact the office or email cxbanking.nsw.edu.au 
 

Bonus Tokens - With every deposit made your child will receive a Dollarmite Token. Once they have collected 10 
tokens they can trade them in for a reward such as a pencil case, torch, handball or watch. There are also incentives for 

kids who do multiple deposits as you gain entry into competitions that have prizes such as holidays, Ipad minis & book 

vouchers. 
Youth Saver – If your child is going into Year 7 next year you might want to have a look at a youth saver account 

which you can open at your local Commonwealth Bank. They are currently developing a youth saver app for teenagers 
to encourage them to save. 

mailto:Jodi.thomson@bigpond.com
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Secondary Athletics Carnival 

The High School Athletics Carnival of 2015 will not be easily forgotten.  Keira’s winning streak was 
smashed by Nebo’s awesome victory.  There was running, jumping, throwing and even a game of 
tug-o-war.  Everyone showed their skills in one way or another.  For the first time in ICS history it 
didn’t rain.  Team rivalry was reaching new levels as team captains fought for the title of “Best 
Dressed” and we can expect greater costumes to arise next year.  Of course none of this would have 
been possible without all the work and effort of the staff, parents and of course Coach Clifford.   
By: Kaitlyn B 

A yellow banana suit, a red hot chilli costume and a blue fat suit, never before have we had an 
athletics carnival quite like this.  Students achieved both on and off the track as they ran, jumped 
threw and encouraged their way to victory.  Keira won the ultimate challenge of team spirit as we 
won the highly coveted title of tug-o-war champions.  Go Keira!  But overall, house rivalries could not 
overcome the firm friendships that hold this school together.  So congratulations to Nebo and Kembla 
and a big thank you to Mr Clifford and all teachers and parents who made this amazing athletics 
carnival of 2015 possible. By Rebecca L 

It was great to see everyone in their house colours and doing their best whilst using the abilities that 
God has given them. The weather was perfect for the event and the house challenge was great.   

At our athletics carnival we had great weather and every one participated.  The grandstand was filled 
with red, yellow and blue of the house colours.  Everyone competed with great sportsmanship 
making the day enjoyable.  One of the highlights was the relay and lunchtime activities as everyone 
spelt our their house name and played tug-o-war.  Thanks to all the teachers who made the day a 
success! 
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Primary Athletics Carnival 

 
 
 

 

On Tuesday, some people went on a bus to Beaton Park, 
but my mother drove me there. I was a little nervous, and 
I know everyone was as well. When I saw my friends, I 
felt better and confident enough to do an event. A lot of 
people did the fifteen hundred metre run, but I didn't do it. 
Fifteen hundred metres is a big distance. I think that one 
day, everyone will be encouraged to do the fifteen 
hundred metre run. 
 

When nearly everyone was there, the teachers marked 
us off the roll, and we could sit somewhere. Most people 
sat with their friends. The canteen was also available. 
Heaps of people bought chips and sugary foods. 
 

The events were 100, 200, 400, 800, and the 1500 metre 
sprint, high jump, long jump, shot put, javelin and discus. 
Everyone entered at least one of these events. At the 
end, we were going to do the relay, but we were running 
late, so the teachers cancelled it. There were also a 
couple of school records broken. 
 

We thank the teachers for organising the carnival and for 
keeping everyone safe. We also thank God for letting it 
go smoothly. Everyone had a good day and some people 
that pushed themselves hard enough made it to the 
zone/district athletics carnival. It was a great day!  By: 
Alex Y 

Broken Records  
Sebastian D: Jnr Boys High 

Jump 
 Jamaya W: 

Junior Girls Discus & Open girls 

Turbo Jav  
Eleanor C: 11 Year girls High 

Jump.  
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State Cross Country Primary 

 

   

On Friday the 29th of May we travelled to the Equestrian Centre in Western Sydney. Once we got 
there, there were lots of schools surrounding the finishing point of the race. It took us a while to find 
our ICS Tent but once we found it, we started cheering on our mates as they ran past us on the 
finishing line. When they ran past us they looked tired and exhausted. As the day went on and my 
race came closer I started to feel nervous. When they were preparing to fire the starting gun we were 
chatting to the students at ICS Tongarra. However when the gun went off, the race was started. The 
race started at a high pace but when we settled in we started chatting again between breaths. I 
finished the race exhausted but satisfied that I did my best and it made me want to train to get 
better.  
 
The Primary Cross Country event finished at lunch time. We 
bought some hot chips and had a chat to friends from other 
schools. I enjoyed the day and I'm looking forward to 
competing again next year if I qualify.  
 
The car ride home was free from nerves, warm and it made 

me feel sleepy after the run.   

By Nathan J  
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Cross Country Primary 

Mr Kime 

Zone Soccer  

On Friday 4th June, some of Cordeaux's finest athletes braved the cold weather and headed to Nowra for the 
annual Zone Soccer Tournament.  
 
We had two senior teams under that captaincy of Madison C and Isaac C and two U15 teams under the 
leadership of Carly K and Roland V. 
 
The day was filled with brilliant footwork, teamwork and craftsmanship beyond compare. It was a pleasure for 
both Coach Clifford and myself to witness the beautiful display of sportsmanship. There were some very 
special displays of athleticism from Isaac C, Zac D, Sami E and Mary S who were the team's players of the 
day, scoring numerous goals between them and producing 
some glorious soccer skills.  
 
But in the end only one team emerged from the battle 
victorious. The U15s girls were undefeated all day and took 
home the well deserved trophy of champion team. They will 
be heading to their next battle at the State tournament in 
Penrith next term. 

Well done to all the students who attended the day. 
Coach Walker 

We went to cross country in the bus. We travelled to ICS Tongarra. All of the primary kids from Cordeaux and 
Tongarra competed together.  There were obstacles on the course like a net to crawl under and a picnic table 
to climb over.  
 
I came second over all and first in my age group for Cordeaux. Everyone had a great day and no one got hurt. 
My favourite part was running.   By Joshua M (Year 3) 
 
We were talking on the bus anxiously. As we got off the bus at Tongarra, some people were seeing some 
familiar faces and some were not.  Once we got off the buses, they had to leave and we had to find a place to 
sit and settle down for the day. Of course that was one of the easy parts. After a while we started to walk the 
track and we were going to walk under nets, jumping over tables and other  challenges.  That was fun, but just 
walking the track was another easy part. Once we had walked the track, we started the races with the 8s,  9s, 
10s and 11s. Then finally the 12/13 year old running race was the biggest challenge that day. Once all the 
races had finished we had to leave but yes, l had fun and l hope you did too.  Cross Country!  
By Emily P (Year 6)  
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 GAWA 2015 

 

Gäwa Cyclone Appeal 
 

In February this year our friends at Gäwa Christian 

School were significantly impacted when Cyclone Lam 

struck the Northern Territory.  Gäwa Christian School is 
still recovering from the cyclone – the road to Gäwa is 

still not open 100% of the time! 
 

Our school community rallied together to pray for 

communities in the Northern Territory and also to 
organise an appeal to raise money and collect clothes 

and underwear to assist Gäwa Christian School. The 
result was AMAZING! 

 
Our school community donated $700 which was used to 

purchase 20 sets of sheets, 20 pillows and 20 blankets 

from K Mart in Darwin. K Mart very kindly covered the 
cost of delivering the items to Elcho Island. 

 
We raised $240 from a fundraising BBQ in Term 1 which 

was used to purchase 85 t shirts, 2 dresses and 4 pairs 

of shorts.  We donated 62 packs of underwear along 
with 2 pairs of pyjamas and 5 singlets 

 
The clothes and underwear were safely delivered to 

Gäwa Christian School in the luggage of Mr Engel (Mrs 
Engel’s husband) when he went to Elcho Island in 

March to assist with the recovery and in the luggage of 

Mr & Mrs Russell when they went to Elcho Island in 
April to visit and assist with the recovery. It was 

fabulous that these 
members of our school 

community could make 

these special deliveries 
for us. Our packages 

meant a lot to the 
community of Gäwa.  

It was a practical show 

of our support at a 
difficult time for them. 
 

Gäwa Christian School Dental  

Program 
 

This year our school community has 
been supporting Gäwa Christian 

School’s dental program. This 

important program requires 
toothbrushes and tooth paste 

at the start of every term to 
allow Mrs Fletcher, Mrs David 

and the other teachers to 
educate the children of Gäwa 

about dental hygiene.  

 
 

Read what the lovely Fikkers family had to say about the 
program: 

 

The Fikkers family were very excited to send off Term 2 
sponsorship of the Gäwa Dental Program! We packed them 

off in a 5kg bag to the address supplied by our school. 
There were 64 toothbrushes in bulk packs (soft, medium 

and 4-8yr olds), along with 4 extra large tubes of 
toothpaste all purchased from Coles and Woolies! These 

will no doubt help the people of Gäwa for another term 

which is a program close to our heart! We all have access 
to adequate dental treatment and education here so to be 

able to assist less fortunate people who do not have this 
facility is a humbling experience for any family. We are 

truly blessed to be able to help and thank you for the 

opportunity. 
 
The Fikkers Family. 
 

Is your family or 
business interested in 

funding this program 
for Term 4? Please let 

the office know if you are. 

Both Ways Learning – a Partnership with Gäwa Christian School 

 
In 2013 Illawarra Christian School formed a friendship with Gäwa Christian School on Elcho Island in the 

Northern Territory when Mrs Fletcher our ex -Secondary coordinator took up the Principal position 
there. Since then Mr and Mrs David, also previously teachers at our school, have also joined the staff 

at Gäwa Christian School (GSC).  

 
The friendship between GCS and ICS has seen: 

students & staff from our school visit GCS and GCS visit our school.  These visits have allowed students and staff from 
both schools to explore each others culture and gain an understanding of the amazing similarities and differences God 

has created between us. We have seen friendships and understanding grow over the last 2 ½ years (John 13:34).  
allowed us to provide practical support by sharing what we have (Hebrews 13:16)  to assist in the recovery after 

Cyclone Lam, supporting the GCS dental hygiene program and providing regular donations of underwear and clothes to 

the GCS Op Shop. 
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Our third group of Stage 5 students returned from a visit to Gäwa Christian School on Elcho Island this week. The 

cultural exchange program provides students with the opportunity to explore another culture which although sharing 
the same faith as ours is very different.  

 
During the week our students and teachers participated in a number of activities designed to give them a glimpse into 

the day to day life of another culture.  

 
Here is an overview of our week... for a more details check out our blog at bothwayslearning.wordpress.com 

 

 
 
We are extremely thankful to the elders of Gäwa for allowing us to visit their homeland and for patiently teaching us 

about their culture during the week. We are also very thankful to: Mr & Mrs Fletcher for all the work they put in to 

make the week happen; Mr & Mrs David and Tom for warmly welcoming our group and cooking us dinner one night; 
and all the other teaching staff at Gäwa Christian School – we know the week required lots of extra work from them 

and we are very grateful. Above all we are thankful to God for allowing our students this amazing experience and we 
pray God uses this experience to grow our student in their faith and knowledge of Him. 

Day 1 We travelled from Sydney to Darwin. On arrival we had a quick swim 

at the resort pool before heading into Darwin city centre and having 
dinner on the Esplanade. 

Day 2 We woke early for our tour of Litchfield National Park & a Crocodile 

Cruise, followed by dinner at the Mindil Beach Sunset Markets 

Day 3 We travelled from Darwin to Elcho Island via Maningrida. We were 

met by Mr Fletcher and transported by troopy to Gäwa (about 1 ½ 
hours). On arrival we had lunch with all the students before 

participating in the Amazing Race Gäwa style. 

Day 4 Today we had a language and culture session followed by learning 

about traditional Yolngu art and having a go at creating an artwork. 
In the afternoon the group divided into Miyalk and Dirramu activities 

(boy and girl activities). The boys made spears and girls made 
jewellery. 

Day 5 Today we learnt about family connections in Yolngu culture before 

spending time in class with the Gäwa students to experience how 
they do school. In the afternoon we divided into groups for Miyalk 

and Dirramu activities. While the boys finished their spears the girls 
piled in the troopys and headed to the creek where they went hunting 

for crabs and other food in the mangroves and cooked damper on the 

beach. That night Mr & Mrs David cooked the group a delicious 
dinner. Then it was outdoor movie time. 

Day 6 Everyone went on a picnic today to a beach at a neighbouring 

homeland. It was a fun day of hunting, swimming and chatting. That 
night everyone enjoyed playing and listening to music around the 

campfire. 

Day 7 We spent the day learning traditional dances, cleaning classrooms, 

playing sport, painting murals and preparing for a community dinner 
and celebration later in the evening. 

Day 8 We travelled from Elcho Island to Darwin. We spent the afternoon/

evening swimming in the pool, watching movies, calling family and 
eating pizza for dinner. 

Day 9 We got to sleep in before heading into Darwin to Crocosaurus Cove. 

We saw lots of crocodiles before boarding our plane back to Sydney. 
  

GAWA 2015 
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GAWA 2015 

On the plane coming home students took time to reflect on their experience. Here are their 
thoughts. 
 
What did you enjoy most about your week in Gäwa? 
Izzy – There was no specific thing I enjoyed most at Gäwa....from the early morning trip to 
Darwin on the Saturday morning to the late arrival back in Sydney the following Sunday, it was 
just amazing. One thing that stood out was how accepting the Yolgnu people were of our very 
different ways of living. To me that made me feel so welcomed and loved, especially after I was 
adopted. The Yolngu ladies attempted to teach me how to dance like an octopus for the Bungal 

on the last night. I was laughed at a lot when we tried to repeat their moves..... we probably 
looks like crocs or something....I enjoyed being accepted by the group. 
Eric – I enjoyed meeting the people in Gäwa as they said hello and played with me throughout the week. 
Ellie – The whole trip was great but in Gäwa, the kids were incredible.... the community and 
connection they have together is amazing. The love and care they show to each other and 
showed us was so beautiful. I think being two completely different cultures but being joined 
through us all having the same faith in Jesus Christ was the best thing about our time in Gäwa 
for me. 
Lisa - Overall I enjoyed the whole week, it’s been such an amazing experience. To pinpoint one 
thing it would be being accepted into the Yolngu community. It was a very special experience. 
Being able to get to know the children and families who live in Gäwa and surrounding homelands 
was an amazing thing.  Learning their dances was very fun too  
Jake – Having the picnic day was great. I enjoyed going to the mangroves and eating mangrove 
worms and mud crabs. 
Andrew – I enjoyed so many parts of the trip..... what I enjoyed the most though was getting 
to know and understand the culture. The fact that the Yolngu people were so accepting and 
loving towards our differences and were loving with the adoptions and bringing us into their arms 
and calling us family was very special. 
Riley – Going to the picnic day was my favourite part of the trip as we went to the mangroves 
and went hunting. 
Matt – I enjoyed spending time with the kids in Gäwa and learning about the culture of the 
Yolngu people. I also enjoyed spending time with our group and forming friendships. Overall I 
enjoyed my week. 
 
What did you learn about the Yolngu culture this week? 

Izzy – This week I learnt just how similar we all are. Yes our appearances may differ but we were all made in Gurray’s (God’s) 
image. This week I realised just how blessed I am to have a family. When I say family I don’t 
just mean those who share my blood but everyone I am related to by adoption in Gäwa, 
friendship and above all through God. 
Eric – I learnt that both of our cultures have different rules and the way people are connected to 
each other in Gäwa is different to our culture. 
Ellie – I learnt that whatever the people in Gäwa have they share, they are so loving and 
incredibly beautiful both inside and out.  
Lisa – I learnt and experienced what it’s like to be adopted and accepted into the Yolngu 
community. We learnt how they live, how their language and sign language works. We also 
learnt how different their culture is compared to ours: they don’t have that sense of ownership 
(they don’t own possessions, everything is shared) and how they hunt for their own food. 
Jake – I learnt that the Yolngu people rely heavily on the land where we can just go to Coles. 
Andrew – the culture was beautiful and inspiring. It brought the idea and representation of how a 
community and society should act. They weren’t greedy, were active and social and showed how 
family should be treated. Although it’s good to be successful, it helped to understand how to act 
better towards my family at home. Personally, I wanted to learn about their culture and how clans 
work, names, totems, the land and the people as they helped me understand my faith. 
Riley – that the Yolngu people have no problem with sharing their possessions with the 
community. 
Matt – I learnt the importance of family within the culture as well as learning the language/signs 
used by the Yolngu people. I learnt many differences between their culture and ours and saw how hunting and dancing were all 
performed. 
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GAWA 2015 

What did you learn about yourself this week? 
 
Izzy – Yolngu people definitely showed me a different perspective on possession and ownership. 
Whether it be a shirt, bed or piece of food, it is usually shared around the entire community. I 
think our culture is very set on the idea of what I purchased is mine and what you bought is 
yours. 
Eric –I learnt that the kids in Gäwa are happy with whatever they have. 
Ellie - I learnt that we can always change our views, feelings and efforts if we try. It was an 
amazing feeling being with the kids in Gäwa and them wanting to be with you. It doesn’t just 
happen, we had to try, but when you step out of your comfort zone you will grow and it will be 
amazing. And it was! 
Lisa – This week I’ve learnt about myself that the way I live at home is so different to how the 
Yolngu people live. I feel like I own WAY too many things, that most of my belongings are really 
worth nothing. Also, that I’ve been accepted by people who don’t let just anyone experience their 
life. I’ve also learnt that I would visit Gäwa again in a heartbeat. My time in Gäwa has encouraged 
me to keep working towards my dream of doing missionary work in the future. 
Jake – That if I look past the comforts I will have many experiences and life changing moments. 
Andrew – I am a curious and all-out person wanting to know and understand every single aspect 
of their culture. At first it didn’t seem that I wanted to know much but I soon felt God was calling 
me to learn their culture and improve my life through learning their culture. I felt honoured when 
Dhawa or Clive would teach me about their culture.  
Riley – that I talk too much. 
Matt – This week I learnt how God works even within different cultures and learnt that I can 
improve my life through doing things that reflect and serve God. I learnt that I could accomplish 
many things that I never thought possible and that I can move out of my comfort zone. 
 
 
What would you like to change about your life in Wollongong now you have had this 
experience? 
 
Izzy – Seeing how selfless these kids and adults were really made me think about how selfish I 
really am. If I had an apple I probably wouldn’t think to give everyone a bite but this is just how 
much they share. Its pretty amazing. I would love my first instinct to be to ensure everyone gets a 
bit of everything.  
Eric – I would like to let myself go more and show more humour...but not too much! 
Ellie – I would like to change my behaviour and attitude towards people and other cultures. I 
want to show more love and be humble. God has designed us to love and care for others but often 
we don’t show these to others. Also after experiencing their way of living, eating and even using 
the land, I want to appreciate I have more and use things more resourcefully the way God wanted 
us to, which is such a contrast to our society. 
Lisa – I feel like I need to get rid of a lot of my things, I feel kind of selfish having so many 
things. I won’t take having easy access to medical facilities and food sources for granted again. 
Jake – I want to take a moment to act like the Yolngu people and calm down to see God’s 
wonder. 
Andrew – I want to be more respectful of my community, loving towards my family and less 
selfish. God put me on this earth for a reason and I don’t know what that reason may be but I 
know that I am his messenger and he wants me to learn and develop my skills. I want to continue 
to do this and follow Gods path. 
Riley – I want to think more about what I say before I say it. 
Matt – I want to change my sense of possessions as I personally hold many things to myself. I 
realised this week that I need to share more and work to please God more in my actions. 
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Eli’s Page 

On the 15th May, Year 6 students enthusiastically 

served at a fundraising BBQ to raise money for the 

Eliachim Refugee Fund. Eli was their former 

classmate and Year 6 were thrilled to be able to 

serve at a BBQ to raise money for a fund named in 

his memory. The BBQ raised $1155!  

 

As part of God’s family, we know that some of us 

live in lands that are free from persecution, where 

we have food to eat and safe places to sleep, while 

others of our brothers and sisters in Christ live in 

very different and difficult circumstances. The 

Eliachim Refugee Fund is one way we can show 

practical love to others who have endured so much 

already. Through the Fund we can help refugee 

families provide their children with a Christian 

education at our school. 

 

In the 3 ½ years it has been operating The Eliachim 

Refugee Fund has raised $15,000!  Money has been 

raised through one off or ongoing (through regular 

debits) donations by members of our school 

community and fundraising. 

 

Our school is very thankful to all those members of 

our community and beyond, who have donated and 

helped fundraise for The Eliachim Refugee Fund. 

Your contributions are very much appreciated. They 

have positively impacted the lives of many refugee 

children (and their families). 

 

If you would like to support The Eliachim Refugee 

Fund to reach more refugee children and provide 

them with a Christian education at ICS, or would 

like more information please contact the schools 

Business Centre on 4230 3777 or email  

                    ellerman.beth@ics.nsw.edu.au. 

 

We raised $1155. Thank you! 
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Cordeaux Committee—Update 

The Cordeaux Campus Committee is a parent run committee which meets regularly and 

represents the association members at our campus. The committee is a great way to be 
involved in our school community.  

 
As a committee we are responsible for coordinating a number of activities. These activities 

would not be possible without the support of our wonderful parent body. We thank the 

many members of our school community for supporting these activities and helping to 
make them successful. 

 
Here is an update on activities so far this year. 

 
Fundraising –our biggest fundraising events so far have been the fete which raised  

$16,232 and the Mothers Day Stall which raised $1,175.00. Other fundraising projects  

underway are: 
The Athlete’s Foot school rewards program - If you go in and purchase any shoes from  

Athlete’s Foot Wollongong, please mention Illawarra Christian School, and we will receive $5. 
Entertainment Books – for every book or digital version purchased the school receives $11. Contact: Jane Whitelaw 

- janewhitey@bigpond.com  

Chocolate Drive - Keep an eye out for our Term 3 fundraiser -  a chocolate drive. 
 

Working Bees - at working bees so far this year many hands have helped to create the garden bed alongside the 
northern driveway, plant out garden beds around the school grounds to enhance the look and feel of the property, 

start construction of an awning extension behind the resource centre and clean class rooms, drains and windows, 
weed gardens, remove lantana, sweep cobwebs, repaint railings, stair tread nosings and car space markings. Above 

all, we have enjoyed wonderful fellowship together while using our time to support the upkeep and development of 

our school property. 
 

Parent representatives –Thank you to everyone who agreed to be a parent rep. The list for 2015 has been 
finalised and every class has a least one rep. We really appreciate the time and energy all the parent reps put into the 

role. Thankyou. 

 
Improvement projects – Thank you to everyone who has assisted in raising funds this year – funds have been 

used to install two new air-conditioners in B Block ($3000), purchase plants for the working bees ($1000), provide 
assistance with the upgrades to the art/music/drama rooms under the hall ($15,000) and to set money aside for 

landscaping and new playground equipment.  

 
Second hand Uniform Shop  - the second hand uniform shop has been kept busy this year. Our stock is currently 

very low. If you have items you could donate it would be much appreciated. The second hand uniform shop is located 
in the school Office. A list of available stock can be found on the ICS (Cordeaux) website.  

Contact: Sam Palmer - sandypalms@hotmail.com 
 

If you are interested in joining or would like more information, please speak to anyone on the committee. 

 
Thank you 

Cordeaux Campus Committee  
Andrew Spence, Sam Palmer, Julie Willigers, Darren Obaydin, Simone Brown, Simon Lainson, Gabbi Gerritsen, 

Samantha Stephens, Jodi Thomson, Penny Spreitzer and Jodie & John Madry 

SAVE THE 

DATE…2016 

TWILIGHT 

FETE & OPEN 

DAY…Saturday 
2nd April 

Cleaning  Classrooms           Cleaning                    Morning Tea                New Garden Beds       Car Spaces 

mailto:sandypalms@hotmail.com
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Da Vinci Decathlon 

Mrs Beth Shaw 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Year 7 

Laura G 
Rebekah L 

Eleana F 
David G 

Joel O 

Joel C 
Marcus C 

Hugh L 
and reserve was 

Lily C 
 

Year 8 

Josiah K 
Joshua M 

Lachlan B 
Phoebe N 

Hudson B 

Joshua E 
Jessica D 

Naomi K 
with reserves  

Jayden S, Jarryd M 
and Joshua McL.  

Year 9 

Luke H 
Abbey W 

Elise C 
Liliana C 

Isabelle L 

Rachel N 
Kaitlyn S 

Lauren S 
with reserves  

Jonah V 
and Jason L  

Year 10 

Zacharey D 
Caleb N 

Elliot B 
Georgia C 

Lachlan O 

Emily E 
Shelby S 

Caitlyn W 
with reserve 

Ben W.  

Students from Years 5-10 at ICS Cordeaux again participated in the da Vinci 

Decathlon – however this year we didn’t have to travel to Knox Grammar in 
Wahroonga Sydney to do it. Teams of 8 students compete in this Decathlon by 

solving challenging problems in the areas of Mathematics and Chess, English, 
Science, Code Breaking, Engineering, Philosophy, Creative Producers, Art and 

Poetry, Cartography and General Knowledge. 
 

Illawarra Christian School Cordeaux and the Illawarra Grammar School hosted the 
inaugural Illawarra Regional da Vinci Decathlon over three days – 29th April, 30th 

April and the 1st May. Years 5 and 6 competed at ICS on Wednesday 29th May 

against public, catholic and independent schools from Thirroul to the Southern 
Highlands to Nowra. Both teams worked hard throughout the day to be rewarded 

with many individual category first, second and third placings, and the Year 5 team 
was placed second overall, and the Year 6 team placed first overall. The Year 6 

team was then invited to attend the State event at Knox Grammar School at the 
end of May. See page 29 for the Stage 3 da Vinci Decathlon. 

 
Our Year 7 and 8 teams headed to the Illawarra Grammar School on Thursday 30th 

April, where they admirably competed against schools from as far away as the 

Sutherland Shire, the Southern Highlands and Nowra. Again, both teams scored 
very highly in many individual categories, with our Year 7 team placing second 

overall, and our Year 8 team tying for third place overall with the Illawarra 
Grammar School.  Congratulations to the following team members in Years 7 & 8.  

Our Year 9 and 10 teams went to the Illawarra Grammar School on Friday 1st May 

to compete against teams from as far away as the Sutherland Shire, the Southern 
Highlands and Nowra. This was the first time that the Year 10 team had 

competed in this event – and both teams competed with a positive attitude, to be 
rewarded with many individual category placings. The Year 9 team placed third 

overall, and the Year 10 team placed fourth overall. 
 

Congratulations to the following team members in Years 9 and 10. 

I would like to congratulate all the students on their perseverance, diligence and commitment to training and to 

competing on the day. I would also like to thank Mrs Simone Brown and Mrs Lee Loo for their involvement in training 
and supervising the students on the day. 

Mrs Beth Shaw  

Year 9 and 10 teams.  

Some creations from the 7/8  

Engineering Challenge.  

Year 8 Art and  

Poetry  

Some creations from the 9/10  

Engineering Challenge.  



16                                                                                                                           Illawarra Christian School Cordeaux Campus May/June 2015  

 

Illawarra Christian School now has a school CAREERS WEBSITE: www.icscareers.info 
 
Our aim is to provide you with all the latest information that will help you make decisions about your future career and your life 
beyond school.  You can use this site to locate University, TAFE and any other type of course across Australia, get information about 
the HSC, search for job vacancies and much more.  
 
Some highlights: 
 
The Message Board – found on the home page - I will post notices here eg. Cadetships, jobs, information relating to university, 
TAFE plus much more. 
 
The Careers Newsletter – you can subscribe to receive a Careers Newsletter at least twice each term.  If you wish to receive this, 
you can register on the website.  This newsletter will have lots of relevant information and important dates.  
 
Calendar of Events – in the “Important Information” menu – here you will find a calendar for the year.  Important dates and 
events are posted here and if you want to receive alerts or reminders of all upcoming events, you will be able to register for this 
service. 
 

Illawarra Coal Regional Careers Expo, Sports and Hockey Stadium, Unanderra 

Tuesday, 12th May 2015 
This event provided an excellent opportunity for our Year 10 and Year 12 students to talk to exhibitors including universities from 
NSW and ACT, TAFE, private training providers, major employers and various help agencies about their options post school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
BlueScope Cadet Program 2016 
The cadet program provides students with the opportunity to complete a degree while gaining on-the-job training with other 
motivated young people. In 2016 BlueScope is offering cadetships in materials engineering, electrical engineering, chemistry, 
mechanical engineering, chemical engineering, mechatronics engineering, information technology and computer engineering. 
 
Cadetships are available to students who will complete year 12 this year or who have recently completed year 12 and will be studying 

at the University of Wollongong in 2016.  
http://bluescopecareers.nga.net.au/cp/ 
 
University Open Days 
There are many things to take into consideration when thinking about which university to attend.  Visiting a university on their Open 
Day is a great way to have all your questions answered.   
Visit http://www.uac.edu.au/documents/undergraduate/opendays.pdf  for Open Day dates and times. 
 
 

 
 

Careers 2015 

Mrs Spence 

file:///C:/Users/estell.melinda/Downloads/www.icscareers.info
http://bluescopecareers.nga.net.au/cp/
http://www.uac.edu.au/documents/undergraduate/opendays.pdf
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Careers 2015 

Mrs Spence Ernst and Young Sydney Cadetship Program 
 
Applications open Mon 25th May and close Mon 22nd June. 
The Ernst and Young Cadetship program provides high school graduates the opportunity to combine full-time work with part-time 
study. Cadets will gain valuable experience working within the organization and with clients, ensuring they graduate from university a 
step ahead of their peers.  
http://www.ey.com/AU/en/Careers/Students/Your-role-here/Students---Programs#fragment-4-na 
 
The University of Sydney: Bachelor of Science (Advanced) and Doctor of Dental Medicine 
In the new Bachelor of Science (Advanced) and Doctor of Dental Medicine, students spend the first three years studying advanced 
science courses of their choice, followed by the four year Doctor of Dental Medicine which qualifies graduates to practice as a dentist. 
http://sydney.edu.au/courses/bachelor-of-science-advanced-and-doctor-of-dental-medicine 
 
ACU Elite Athlete Program 
ACU’s Elite Athlete Program has been established to support future and current students who have maintained a record of excellence 
in sporting performance throughout their studies and wish to pursue a sporting career alongside an academic one. 
 
Future students deemed to be Elite Athletes will be eligible to receive up to five bonus points towards an entry score and greater 
flexibility when studying at ACU. 
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/alternative_entry/elite_athlete_program#1 
 

 

 

A chance to visit the Port Kembla Steelworks and experience what it’s like inside the largest manufacturing site in 

Australia. Find out what happens in a research laboratory and what is involved to develop new products for BlueScope 

Steel. Visit UOW and talk with current Engineering students about what they do and what it’s like. Have the chance to 

talk to current cadets who have made the choice to take up a BlueScope cadetship, and then decide for yourself if you 

want to be one of the new faces of the steel industry. 

HOW TO BOOK? 

Interested students need to book in for these sessions at Australia’s Industry World  

(contact Lynne Radburn on 4275 7023, or email:  tours@aiw.org.au ). 

There will be no cost for this programme (normally $7 per student) 

  

WHEN? 

The following Programs are planned for 2014: 
Monday 29th June, Tuesday 30th of June, Wednesday 1st July, Thursday 2nd July, Friday 3rd July 

PRE-REQUISITES? 

Minimum age 15 years. 

 All visitors must wear suitable clothing - long trousers, jeans or slacks; and fully enclosed shoes - flat heeled. 

Due to some staircase access, the tour component of this program may not suit people with mobility problems. 

The Port Kembla Steelworks is a working industrial area – the program on the day may be altered at any time to meet process or 

safety requirements. 

http://www.ey.com/AU/en/Careers/Students/Your-role-here/Students---Programs#fragment-4-na
http://sydney.edu.au/courses/bachelor-of-science-advanced-and-doctor-of-dental-medicine
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/alternative_entry/elite_athlete_program#1
mailto:tours@aiw.org.au


18                                                                                                                           Illawarra Christian School Cordeaux Campus May/June 2015  

 

From the Counsellor’s Desk 

 

In context of what our community is going through I thought it important to look over the best way to 

help young people with grief. This is a section from a booklet available in the office that I wrote called  
"Helping Children & Adolescents with Grief".  

 
If you would like a copy please send a message to the office or come and collect one.          

Mrs Officer 
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Year 10 Macbeth  

On Tuesday 19th May, Year 10 had the privilege of visiting the Seymour Centre in Sydney to view a 
production of Shakespeare’s Macbeth (otherwise known as “The Scottish Play”). The play itself 
describes the story of a thane in Glamis (known as Macbeth) who, with the help of his wife and 
three witches, decides to murder the King in order to gain possession of the throne. Due to his 
actions, he becomes more bloodthirsty and reliant on the witches’ prophecies, to the point where he 
murders anyone who has the potential to get in his way. The play finishes when he is eventually 
killed as a result of his massacre of an entire family. 
 
This production of the text remained true to the original Shakespearian play with its language, 
scenes and symbolism yet still maintained a touch of originality from the actors and producers. 
Throughout the performance, there were many noticeable aspects that stood out to the audience, 
such as the character development (especially with the observably degraded nature of Macbeth 
himself), use of costumes and props, and the injection of comedic relief (even in the darkest of 
situations). Through analysing their costumes and the prominent display and use of the firearm 
prop within the performance, we concluded that this production was set around 1650-1800AD 
though the original play was presumed to have been set around the 11th century.  
 
The lighting and sound effects that were used gave an eerie and sinister feel which certainly 
enhanced the quality of the production. It was also interesting and enjoyable to have a range of 
action, tragedy and comedy sequences present throughout the performance. There were a few 
minor flaws which did not bother us as they were quite amusing, and the actors made a 
commendable effort to keep the audience engaged.  
 
Overall, the actors and crew did very well in portraying their particular interpretation of Macbeth, 
and our attendance has certainly helped Year 10 have a more insightful look into The Scottish Play. 
Lachlan O 
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ICS Cordeaux Stage 4 & 5 Public Speaking Competition 

From Mrs Wade 
Years 7 to 10 students have been treated to competition between the best junior secondary public speakers in 
the ICS Cordeaux Public Speaking finals. 
 
At the end of Term 1, all students in Years 7 to 10 were required to present a speech in front of their classes, 
attempting to persuade their audiences of their opinions on topics as diverse as Half Empty-Half Full, the Cold 
Hard Truth and Ping Pong. 
 
Based on their class presentations, students were chosen to represent each year in the finals. 
The Years 7 and 8 final featured twelve excellent speakers. 
 
Year 7 representatives David G, Salome V, Joel O, Rebekah L, James A and Lauren S all spoke with confidence 
and conviction in their first year in the secondary competition. 
 
Year 8 was capably represented by Josh M, Phoebe N, Hudson B, Izac S, Irene V and Naomi K. 
 
After an engaging and inspiring round of speeches, Josh M was announced as winner of the Stage 4 
competition. Second place was awarded to Hudson B third to Irene V. 
 
Josh gave some thought-provoking variations on YOLO (You Only Live Once). Hudson entertained the audience 
with a humorous speech on time travel, and Irene gave a passionate speech about living on the edge. 
The Years 9 and 10 competition brought many of the school’s experienced public speakers face-to-face with 
some up-and-coming contenders. 
 
Year 9 representatives Kaitlyn S, Abbey W, David W and Luke H all presented polished and engaging speeches. 
Princess D, Rebekah W, Zac D, Emily E and Lachlan O ably represented Year 10 in a field of quality speakers. 
Lachlan O presented a highly engaging and thought-provoking speech on the topic of Half Empty-Half Full – 
and even handled with aplomb the lights going out mid-speech – to win the Stage 5 title.  
 
Princess D was awarded second place for her impassioned speech, urging students to draw their self-esteem 
from their Creator’s love for them. 
 
Luke H’s amusing and thoughtful speech on the topic of FaceTime earned him third place. 
 
All competitors are to be congratulated for their hard work in preparing and practising their speeches. All were 
excellent representatives of their class groups. 
 
Students will be chosen from each final to represent ICS Cordeaux at the Holy Spirit public speaking 
competition in Term 3. 
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Music with Mrs Peters 
 

 PRIMARY 

CREATIVE ARTS  

EVENING 

The Hall was filled with beautiful sounds as students shared the 
creative talents which God has given them.  

 It was clear that all these students have spent a great deal of time 
and energy on their craft to achieve such a high standard.   

A variety of items from various grades were performed at the 
Creative Arts Night. Congratulations to all who participated. 
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Prep  

 
 
 

 

PREP Rangers on the Run 

This term Prep has been exploring the topic Under the Sea. This 
culminated in a visit from Rangers on the Run on Tuesday 26th May. 
 
Vanessa, the ranger, brought with her a collection of different things for 
the children to explore from the beach. She explained all the things she 
had brought to show the children and there were lots of opportunities for 
the children to explore these and even hold many of the animals. 
 
From the rock pools she brought a sea urchin, a crab, a sea anemone, a sea 
star, seaweed, a mussel and a sea snail.From the ocean she brought a 
clown fish, an octopus, a fish, shark teeth, a squid, a shark egg, an eel and 
a cuttlefish. From the sand on the beach she brought a hermit crab, a sea 
sponge, sea shells, a Port Jackson shark egg, fish bones and other beach 
treasure. 
 
We asked the children what their favourite part of the show was and these 
are some of their responses - 
Maddy - I loved picking them up especially the sea star. 
Amelia - I liked the octopus and the clown fish. 
Arlea - I liked the star fishes and the shark's teeth. 
Jason - I touched the fish but there was no whale! 
Yeonsoo -  I like Nemo fish and the shark teeth. 
Rhys - I liked the sand things. 
Hannah - I liked that we got to touch all the sea  
creatures. 
Ethan - I liked the crab and the shark shell. 
Matthew - I liked the sea snail. 
Jack T - I liked the squid and the octopus. 
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Drama Excursions with Mrs Lainson 

Recently both Stage 5 Drama and Year 12 Drama have been off to the theatre! 
 
Stage 5 Drama went to the Illawarra Performing Arts Centre to see the Sydney 
Theatre Company’s production of Storm Boy. This was a beautiful performance of the 
well-loved Australian Story by Colin Thiele. It opened dramatically on a stunning set 
with a storm scene created through strobe lighting, sound effects and stunning 
visuals. The highlight of the performance was watching the unique puppetry that 
created the pelican characters. They used a variety of puppetry techniques that truly 
impressed! 
 
Year 12 ventured up to Bondi Pavilion to see Bondi Rocksurfers Theatre Company’s 
production of Neighbourhood Watch.  As an HSC text that we are studying, it was a 
real privilege to see this play brought to life on stage, navigating theatrical challenges 
and creating interesting characters.  
 
This experience will shape and develop our understanding of this play and inform our 
essays in the HSC exams. 
 
The best bit is that it isn’t over yet – Year 12 still has two more plays to see this year! 
We can’t wait! 
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Year 1 
From Mrs Hardy 
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We built an igloo because we were learning about shelters. It is made of milk bottles because it is 
white like snow and it is easy to recycle milk bottles.  -   Lauren 
 
The igloo is fun to go in. The igloo was made with 316 milk bottles. The igloo can break easily. We 
made it with used milk bottles and we connected it with hot glue. I went inside the igloo. When I 
went inside the igloo it smelt like milk. I did not like that smell.   -   Prashane 
 
It took a while to build. We all helped collect the milk bottles. We worked together to build the 
igloo.   -  Nicolia 
 
It has been fun making the igloo in the classroom.  It is very breakable, some mik bottles have 
fallen off.   -  Mackenzie 
 
I have been inside and I could see milk bottle lids. It takes up room in our classroom. -  Rachel 
 
When we went inside it everyone said it was so cool. Everyone had to bring in some milk 
bottles. On Thursday Jayden and Isaiah counted the milk bottles.   Mandy 
 
Everybody in Year 1 has been inside the igloo -  Abbey 
 
I thought it was the best igloo in the whole wide world.    - Daniel 
 
It was challenging -   Jason 
 
We needed lots of help from both classes. We still have some milk bottles left. Now we have 
recycled them again. -  Lexi 
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Duke of Ed—Bronze 

We left our parents, technology, houses and warm beds for the bush. Not something you’d typically see a 
group of teenagers do, I know. 

 
On Saturday the 16th of May, 19 students from Year 9 braved the icy early hours of the morning to meet at 
Wollongong train station to depart for Berowra for our Duke of Ed Bronze practice hike. Coincidently, the 
powers that be decided to do track work on that morning, so we traded the train for a bus and headed north. 
After navigating the many trials of public transport through Sydney – Mrs Greaves and Mr Lee were more 
concerned about losing us at Central Station than losing us in the bush - we finally arrived at the hike 
location: the real pain was about to begin! 
 
Our skilled instructors gave us the run-down on the basics of navigation, safety hazards and team work. We 
all got kitted up and were split into two groups. I was in group one, and we left first. We did feel a little 
foolish walking through suburban streets with a large hiking pack, but once we were well into the bush we 
were all still fresh and optimistic. Five hours and a few notably steep inclines later we were less in our ‘happy 
place.’ Leg cramps, stitches and sore and tired backs and hips seemed to be very good at changing our 
attitudes. Group one stumbled into camp just in time to see the sun set over the bush from atop a cliff. It 
was a breathtaking experience.  Group two staggered in a few moments later, and our home for the night 
was established. A central fire and cooking circle surrounded by tents was our modest resort for the night. Mr 
Lee, our resident scientist, gave us a tour of the night sky, pointing out the stars and planets, before we all 
went to bed tired and pretty happy with our efforts that day. 
 
As chance would have it, it rained that night leaving a few of our packs wet, not to mention some of us! As a 
result, the pack up of the camp was easy for some, but others found it quite a challenge. Before long we 
were walking alongside a road and found ourselves outside the Cowan shop enjoying a meal of ice-cream, 
hot chips and fizzy drink. It was a well-deserved reward. The bus trip home was far from peaceful. Many 
members of the group were over tired, or hyped up on high sugar drinks or a mixture of both. Others, 
however, fell asleep or simply sat quietly contemplating with great satisfaction the massive accomplishment 
they had achieved. 
 
We arrived home safely to our waiting parents and society. We wouldn’t have been able to do this without 
our parents who helped us prepare, pack and did as much work for the hike as we did on the hike! Thank 
you to Mrs Greaves who organised it and to the leaders and Mr Lee who supervised and cared for us on the 
hike.  Are we all up to doing it all over again in a few month’s time for the qualifying hike?  I think yes!!    
 By Luke H 
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HSC Major Works Evening 2015 

Hamlet Year 12 
On the 28th of May the Year 12 Advanced English classes from the Cordeaux and Tongarra 
campuses joined forces to attend a symposium on the renowned Shakespearean tragedy, Hamlet. 
It was a wonderful opportunity to share a common experience with our ‘country cousins’. 
 
The day began and ended with a noisy bus trip, decorated with the ICS ‘colours of Christmas’! We 
travelled up to the Seymour Centre, part of the University of Sydney’s Drama department, to 
participate in the symposium - a meeting for the discussion of an academic subject. Most of us 
were not too sure what to expect, but actually found what turned out to be a lecture with a bit of 
discussion on Hamlet, by a teacher who has studied the play for twenty years, combined with the 
performance of a few key scenes by experienced actors, extremely helpful. Before the 
performance we lunched at the university food court, experiencing a tantalising foretaste of what 
will no doubt become an important part of our everyday lives next year, regardless of where we plan to study. 
 
Overall the day was extremely helpful for our preparation of the critical study of Hamlet for the HSC. It allowed us insight into different 
people’s interpretation of the play, assisting us with forming our own understanding of Hamlet’s character and the play as a whole. We also 
received some guidance about how best to approach and answer exam questions for this module. A survey of attendees after the 
performance yielded the following responses: 
Sarah G ~ “It was a helpful experience which helped me understand Hamlet better. The lecturer was a real character who kept it 
entertaining.” 
Sami E ~ “The symposium was really beneficial as the presenter taught us many new and interesting things about Hamlet which we had 
not thought about.” 
Megan G ~ “The symposium was highly stimulating and opened our eyes to another interpretation of Hamlet. The lecturer was ful l of 
helpful insights, explanations and knew the text like the back of his hand. Many of us were wishing he could write our exam for us!” 

Joel M ~ “Helpful in breaking down and analysing parts of the play, bringing new light to areas 
I previously didn’t understand or recognise as significant.” 
MiriamB ~ “Because the speaker went through past HSC questions that students had struggled 
with, for the particular module, it helped us not only to know how to approach those questions 
but also to think outside the box. Most importantly, don’t panic!” 
 
 

         

 

 

All in a day’s work: Year 12 students busily grapple with the intricacies of Shakespeare’s 

‘Hamlet’. 

 

Please join us to celebrate the creative talents of our HSC students. 
  

Enjoy a feast of artistic and cultural delicacies! 
Visual Arts, Textiles and Design, Multimedia major works 

Drama performances, audio-visual displays, excerpts from a creative writing major work 
and musical performances 

  
Light refreshments will be served 

  
The evening begins at 6:30pm in the Hall 
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Student Leaders 

Visit to NSW Parliament House 
 
On Wednesday 3rd June, Megan and I 
travelled to Sydney to visit both Parliament 
and Government House. Our day began with 
hearing from various politicians, including the 
member for Wollongong, Noreen Hay, and the 
member for Kiama, Gareth Ward. They spoke 
about what they did as politicians and what 
leadership meant to them. They also 
answered questions about various aspects of 
government and how they balanced their job 
with family life.  
 

We went to see the Legislative Council 
where amendments to various bills were 
being discussed. Following that, we did the 
reverse of what a bill does to become law 
and went to visit the Legislative Assembly, 
where members were discussing matters 
relevant to their electorates. 
 
After a brief lunch of sandwiches, we took a 
walk to Government House where we were 
given a tour of the (Downton Abbey-like) 

house. We were shown rooms including the dining room, ballroom and drawing room. 
The Governor, David Hurley, spoke to us in the ballroom. We learnt about what the 
Governor does, what he had to do to become Governor (although he doesn’t like that 
question!) and what leadership means to him. We also learnt that he was a Port 
Kembla native and that he professes to be a 
Christian! 
 
Following afternoon tea and a photo with 
the Governor and his wife, we headed home 
after a long day of learning about the legal 
system in New South Wales and what it 
takes to be a leader. 
 
Samantha E 
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Extension and Enrichment News 
All of the students in our school have God-given gifts! Each student’s learning needs are different and 
the challenge is to cater for these needs. At Illawarra Christian School we strive to meet all student 
needs in a variety of creative ways. 
 
Teachers are continually assessing, programming and modifying their programs to meet the needs not 
only of their class as a whole, but also of the individual students. For the main part, differentiating the 
classroom program allows teachers to meet student needs. 
 
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Throughout the year special activities are offered to students who demonstrate excellent ability in 
certain areas. These activities include: Competitions (Mathematics, Science and English), Maths 
Challenge for Young Australians (Years 4-6), Maths Olympiad (Years 5-6), UOW Science Fair, Writing 
competitions, Da Vinci Decathon, Future Problem Solving and other activities as they become 
available.  
 
FOCUS GROUPS 
 
Different Focus Groups are run each term. These groups focus on Higher Order Thinking Skills and 
special programs. The children selected for Focus Groups may vary throughout the year. This is 
because different students have different abilities in different areas. Inclusion in a certain Focus Group 
is based on quantitative data gained from Standardised testing, NAPLAN results, in-class testing and 
Competition results as well as observations by teachers. Some Focus Groups will rely heavily on ability 
to work in groups, to think from different perspectives, to think systematically etc.  
 
So far this year in Focus Groups students have participated in Passion Projects (Years 1-4) and 
training for the da Vinci decathlon (Years 5 and 6). This term Focus Groups are based on the Future 
Problem Solving Program. This program will involve students researching real life problems and 
learning a six step method of creatively solving the problems.  
 
As said earlier, for the majority of students, the classroom is the best place for their educational needs 

to be met. Focus groups are additional learning opportunities for students with specific areas of 

ability. 
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Extension and Enrichment News 

On the 29th April, ICS hosted the first ever Illawarra Regional Da Vinci Decathlon. We have been 
involved in the decathlon at Knox Grammar School over the past 3 years but were very pleased to be 
able to open the competition to local Illawarra schools.  
 
Ten Year 6 teams came from all over the Illawarra and beyond and six Year 5 teams came. Our teams 
were incredible on the day. They worked beautifully together and their results were outstanding. Our 
Year 5 team received many places in their academic events and placed 2nd overall. A wonderful 
achievement!! 
 
Our Year 6 team won 7 of their 10 events, placing 2nd in two events and 3rd in another. This placed 
them 1st overall and has qualified them to compete again at the NSW State Final at Knox Grammar 
School on the 28th May. This is always a huge day! This year 113 schools competed on the day with 
over 900 students involved. Despite not gaining any places, our team worked brilliantly together and 
the experience was priceless! 
 
Here is some of what the Year 6 team said of their experience: 
“I really liked the team work involved. Our team cooperated really well and made the day feel way 
more fun.” Courtney B 
“It was really fun and I met some people I had never met before.” Lucas Webb 
“It was very exciting and quite loud too! I loved the spirit of the teams and how everyone worked 
together.” Bhargav V 
 

Year 5: Ava F, Callia S, Elise P, Heidi W, Zinedine P, Hannah M, VJ S and Annabelle M (Captain) 
Year 6: Hannah G, Courtney B, Anna W, Ruvindri E, Lucas W, Anthony D, Bhargav V and Emily R 
(Captain) 
 
Mrs Simone Brown 
Extension and Enrichment Teacher 
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Tech News 
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Tech News 
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Winter Uniform Changeover 
 Winter Uniform is worn for Terms 2 and 3.   
 There is no changeover period. 
 Secondary Boys are required to wear ties. 
 Boys in Years 9-12 are required to wear long pants. 
 If students choose to wear a layer for added warmth under their shirts, these 

should not be visible. White skivvies are permitted for infants/primary students. 
 Scarfs and gloves are permitted in black only. 
 No beanies/hats/other headwear other than school approved hats. 
 Sports and regular uniforms should not be mixed and matched eg: woollen jumper with sports uniform 

or sports jacket with regular uniform. 
 Secondary students who do not have the correct uniform should come to the office after devotions to 

obtain a blue slip. 
 Parents of infants and primary children should fill in the note in the boomerang book or 

communication book and this should be given to the class teacher when a student is out of uniform. 
 Please see the Parent Information Handbook for clarification of any uniform details. 

Second Hand Uniforms 
Donations of second hand 
uniforms can be dropped 
off to the office at any 

time. 
  Second hand uniforms 

are available to buy at the 
office.   

Just see office staff. 
 

The Uniform Shop  
Cordeaux Campus 

 
Opening Hours: 

Mondays 1.00pm to 4.00pm 
 

Wednesdays 8.30am to 
11.30am 

 
Email: 

 
 iccordeaux@alinta.com.au 
www.alintaapparel.com.au 

Ph: (02) 42 39 5220 
 

Kinder—Year 6 School Banking 
 

School banking will be processed on Tuesdays.  
Please send bank books to school on Tuesdays.  

Notes have been sent out to students in relation to 
school banking.  If you have any questions or any 

further information please contact  
cxbanking@ics.nsw.edu.au  

or leave a message at the office. 

 

2015 Working Bee Dates 
 

8th August (Make up date 2pm – 5pm) 

12th September (Year 9 & 10) 

10th October (Prep/Kinder) 
7th November (Years 5 & 6) 

5th December (Make up date 2pm – 5pm) 
 

You are rostered on for the date of your youngest child.  Please 
remember that it is a condition of enrolment that one working bee 

is attended during the year.  If you cannot make your rostered 
date, you are welcome to attend any of the other dates above. 

 

School Information 
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Entertainment Books  
 

There is also the option of the new 2015 | 2016 Entertainment™ Book in a digital format for 
your Apple or Android device! So you have a choice: the 
traditional Entertainment™ Book Membership or the new 
Entertainment™ Digital Membership. 

 
For more information contact Jane Whitelaw on 0407 157 913 or 
email janewhitey@bigpond.com 
Or just order online:  
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/

School Information 
2015 Term Dates—Students 

Term 1 Monday, 2 February 2015 Thursday, 2 April 2015 

Term 2 Tuesday, 21 April 2015 Friday, 26 June 2015 

Term 3 Monday, 20 July 2015 Friday, 18 September 2015 

Term 4 Wednesday, 7 October 2015 Tuesday, 15 December 2015 

Illawarra Christian School 
Cordeaux Campus 

4 Tyalla Place  
Cordeaux Heights NSW 2526 

Ph: 42 395200 Fax: 4272 2989 
www.ics.nsw.edu.au 

 
 

Business Centre Contact Details 
(for enrolment, school fee enquiries, Association  

membership) 
 

Ph: 4230 3777 
Fax: 4257 2071 
Postal address: PO Box 80 
Albion Park NSW 2527 

2016 Term Dates—Students 

Term 1 Monday, 1 February 2016 Friday, 8 April 2016 

Term 2 Monday, 26 April 2016 Friday, 1 July 2016 

Term 3 Monday, 25 July 2016 Friday, 23 September 2016 

Term 4 Monday, 10 October 2016 Thursday, 15 December 2016 

Primary School Pupil Free Day - The AMAZING Race 

 

On Monday the 13th of July, the pupil free day of Term 3, Figtree Anglican Church will be running a fun day for kids in 

Kindergarten to Year 6. For all parents who would like a day off at the end of school holidays or simply 

have to work this is the perfect opportunity. 

 

Your children will be well looked after, and will have lots of fun in the process. Our theme is ’The AMAZING RACE’ so we have 

team games, physical challenges and lots of fun-filled activities planned for the day. 

 

When: 13 July 2015, 9am-3pm    Where: Figtree Anglican Church | 4-10 Gibsons Rd, Figtree (next to Figtree High)   

 

Cost: $15 per child OR $25 per family; includes lunch & morning tea   CAFE on-site: drop your kids off and stay for a coffee (9am - 
10am) or come early for pickup, and grab a coffee between 2pm and 3pm. 

 

Wear: Casual clothes and enclosed shoes. 

Registration: Log onto myfac.org.au and follow the links to fill out your 

details. Or call our office during business hours 02 42721322. Registrations are open up until the day. 

 

For more information please call Figtree Anglican Church on 4272 1322. 
 

Don't miss out on this opportunity!! Come along and be apart of the ultimate.  

Amazing Race!  

mailto:janewhitey@bigpond.com
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/280d501
http://myfac.org.au/
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School Photos 2015 

School Photos  
Term 3  
Monday 27th July and 
Tuesday 28th July, 2015 
Please ensure your children are wearing full winter 
school uniform on the day.  More details to follow in the 
Newsletter. 
 
Preparing Students for Photo Day 
 
For most students, photo day means a few minutes 
out of class to have their class photo taken and then 
they get on with their school day.  
 
For new kindergarten/prep students, photo day might 
seem a bit confusing.  
 
If students are more familiar with what happens on 
photo day, they will be well prepared to play their 
starring role. 
 
Before Photo Day 
 
As photo day nears, parents and teachers can help by talking with their young students 
about the day and how it will be a fun and enjoyable experience. Reminders to follow the 
simple instructions of MSP Photography staff are appreciated.  
 
The children may like to practise their best smiles ahead of time but if your child has a 
tendency to grimace when you say “cheese”, show them things they can do to relax 
(keeping shoulders and arms loose, relaxing the face) to ensure our photographers can 
capture a more natural expression. 
 
On the day Parents can help by dressing their child into their best school clothes and 
ensuring teeth have been brushed and hair is neat and tidy. Young students will find it 
difficult to fix a complicated hairstyle if it happens to fall before the photo is taken, so 
keeping to a simple style is preferable. 
 
Remember that hands and feet are often visible in group photos, so polishing shoes and 
ensuring hands and nails are clean is also a good idea.  
 
Having the completed order envelope ready for the child to hand in makes the process run 
smoothly – even if an online order has been placed, or the parent isn’t ordering, the child 
will still need to bring in their envelope on the day.  
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Community Announcements 

Tutoring  
 

All subjects 
Kinder to Year 

10 
A past student 
of ICS and a 
4th Year Uni 

Student 
studying 
Primary 

Teaching. 
Willing to tutor 
students from 

Kinder to  
Year 10 
Contact 

Brinlee on 
0401423757 
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Community Announcements 

MATHS & SCIENCE  

TUTORING  

Experienced tutors available for all High School Maths (up to Ext 1), Physics & Chemistry.  
We are committed to helping students reach their full potential.  

Contact Us:  
Matthew Dobie, 0432 529054, or  
email: mattdobie23@gmail.com  

Karen Dobie: 0421 900561 
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Community Announcements 

 

Tickets on sale NOW 

Adults $25 Concession $20 

July 17th - July 25th 2015  

BOOKINGS: www.roo-theatre.com.au  

or  

(02) 4297 2891 

CITYLIFE COMMUNITY  

INITIATIVES 

ADHD SUPPORT GROUP  

 

Coffee and Drop in Morning 

information, Education and Support 

For parents, carers and friends of children 

living with ADHD/ASD and associated  

disorders. We also support Adults  

diagnosed with these disorders. 

 

WHEN: Last Friday of the month 

TIME: 10.30 am 

WHERE: Citylife Church 

2/129 Jardine St (west end) 

Fairy Meadow 2519  
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A snapshot of May June @ Cordeaux 


